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The Ecological Framework and Strands of Informal Science Learning

Learning Science in Informal Environments; People, Places, and Pursuits
Bao Xianqing

Abstract . Science learning in informal setting share commons and differences with classroom education.
Understanding the nature of informal science learning is the foundation of design, development and
evaluation for museum education program. The Committee on Learning Science in Informal Environments
established by National Research Council reviewed this field in the past 20 years, published Learning
Science in Informal Environments:. People, Places, and Pursuits. This book gives the characteristics,
outcomes and methodologies of informal science learning with massive evidence based researches. This
paper intends to provide a reading guidance from the ecological perspective and science learning

framework.
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