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The Vital Role of the “Museum Educator” :
a Call to Further Professionalize the Field

David Anderson
Translated by Fu Guopeng

Abstract: As museums around the world contemplate the growing significance of their educational roles
and mandate within society, so too are they increasingly realizing the skills and capacities needed of
their staffs in order to achieve their educational missions. Accordingly, the vital role of the “museum
educator” as museum professional is gaining significant attention. The skills and capacities required of
museum educators are diverse, and the museum field needs highly skilled museum professionals who
understand contemporary educational theory and practice if they are to be effective in their educational
missions. In this paper, I argue that the training and credentialing of museum educators are a new and
promising frontier for the museum field and for university-based education. Furthermore, the
credentialing of professional museum educators in the museum field is of particular importance in China
given the steady growth of new museum institution and their mandate, through government policy, to

contribute to the literacies of the general public and society.
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