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Maker Activities at the Science and Technology Museum

Zhang Jinbao

Abstract; In recent years, maker space has become the hotspot for worldwide educational development
in the world. The reason behind that maker activities being introduced into China has determined by
many factors. However, the current widespread talk of “Maker Education” is a false concept for lack of
substantial content. As a matter of fact, this type of education essentially has been guided by
Constructivist Learning Theory. The key to organize maker activities is to build high-quality maker
space. As for the science and technology museum, they have natural advantages in that regard. This
paper describes the success stories of Thinker Studio in the Exploratorium, San Francisco in U.S. A,
which can be regarded as the model for the science and technology museums in China. This paper
identifies three key aspects in implementation of maker activities at the science and technology museum
(1) building a favorable environment for maker space; (2) Correcting the misunderstandings of “high-
tech” projects in making, (3) bringing together the artisans and makers of the whole society, and

developing distinctive activities at your own museum.
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